
1 

Volume XV  Issue  3 

Parish Mission Statement 

St. Pius X Parish is a 

community of Roman 

Catholics established in 

1954 within the Church 

of Fall River to collabo-

rate with its Bishop. 

Nourished through Word 

and Sacrament, we attend 

to the Holy Spirit and 

follow our Lord, Christ 

Jesus. We give witness to 

our participation in the 

Body of Christ by wel-

coming, evangelizing and 

serving all whom we 

encounter especially the 

poor. 
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In 1963, Pope Paul VI approved the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Sacrosanctum          

Concilium. In that document, the Council Fathers called for a renewal of the sacred liturgy, 

rightfully asserting that the Liturgy, particularly the Mass, is ñthe Summit toward which the 

activity of the Church is directed; at the same time, it is the font from which all her power  

flowsò (SC 10).                                                                                                                                                                       

Almost at once, work began on reshaping the Roman Missal, that is, the book contain-

ing the prayers of the Mass, seeking to preserve the unique character of the Latin liturgy, 

while at the same time implementing the reforms the Council Fathers mandated, among 

which were a simplification of the Mass, a more lavish use of Scripture, the reintroduction 

of the prayers of the faithful, and permission for the use of the vernacular. 

 

The Church in the United States has been praying with the fruit of those reforms since 

the early1970's. The use of English in the Mass has been of spiritual benefit to so many and 

has often fostered a greater understanding of, and appreciation for, the texts we pray each 

week. 

 

In 2000, Blessed John Paul II announced his intention to use the occasion of the Great 

Jubilee to issue a new edition of the Roman Missal. In 2002, that new edition was issued. 

Adhering to the principles set down at the Second Vatican Council, the new edition would 

include texts to celebrate saints canonized after 1970. The new edition would also include 

more prefaces for Masses of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and also include three votive Masses, 

one for sorrow for sins, one for an increase in the virtue of continence, and a third in honor 

of  Divine Mercy. 

 

As the official language of the Church is Latin, the authoritative texts are all in that lan-

guage. Translations were to be prepared so that the Mass would be celebrated in the various 

languages. Again, shortly after the new edition was promulgated, translators set to work. 

 

Getting down to business, the translators did so with different rules than they had in the 

1960's. No longer was it sufficient to translate merely the meaning. Using new principles set 

down in 2001, the translators were asked to be as faithful to the Latin as possible, translating 

(Continued on page 2) 
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literally and, where possible, maintaining similar sen-

tence structure. This shift in  translation philosophy is 

part of the reason that there will be a few things that 

sound different in the months ahead. 

 

It is important to note at this point that the struc-

ture of the Mass, the order of prayers, our posture at 

given points, the number of the readings, and so on, 

will not be changing. Also worth noting is that the 

Mass will remain in English. This new edition of the 

Missal is not a return to the pre-Vatican II liturgy. 

What Blessed John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI 

have asked for is not a return, but rather a reexamina-

tion and a retranslation that more clearly reflect the 

official text of the Churchôs prayer, and in so doing, 

making plain the biblical roots of the texts we use at 

Mass.  

 

One such example is the prayer we recite before 

we receive Holy Communion. In the translation we 

currently use, the priest holds up the Host for the peo-

ple to see and says, ñThis is the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sins of the world. Happy are those who 

are called to His Supper.ò The people respond by say-

ing, ñLord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only 

say the word, and I shall be healed.ò  

 

This whole exchange comes from St. Matthewôs 

Gospel, chapter 8, verses 5 through10. In that passage, 

the centurion asks Jesus to heal his servant. When 

Jesus sets off, he is interrupted by the centurion who 

speaks the  words with which we will soon respond, 

ñLord, I am not worthy that you should enter under 

my roof but only say the word and my soul will be 

healed.ò These words are the words of the centurion. 

Both forms hold basically the same meaning, but in 

the newer version, the Scriptural reference comes out 

more clearly.  

 

Although the desire to draw out Scriptural refer-

ences was one factor in the desire to retranslate, the 

desire to sharpen our language and be more precise in 

our word choice was most certainly another. Consider 

the Nicene Creed, prayed after the homily and just 

before the prayers of the faithful. One of several 

changes there is a switch in the beginning of the 

prayer. Currently, we pray, ñWe believe in one God, 

the Father, the almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

(Continued from page 1) of all that is seen and unseen.ò With the coming of the 

newer translation, we will pray, ñI believe in one God, 

the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

things visible and invisible.ò  

 

Although very similar, there are two changes of 

note. The first is the shift from ñweò to ñIò. When 

originally crafted in 325 AD, and for 1600 years after, 

the personal affirmation of faith was maintained. With 

the last edition of the Missal, more emphasis was 

placed on the unity of the community, and so the ñweò 

was introduced. In order to restore the personal re-

sponsibility of faith we all have, the ñIò was restored.  

 

The second change in this first phrase of the 

Creed was from ñseen and unseenò to ñvisible and 

invisible.ò This, too, was to more accurately reflect 

our faith in the existence of angels, spiritual beings 

that protect and guide us. Consider something that 

rolls under the couch. It is currently unseen, but if you 

were to fish it out, you would be able to see it. If 

something is invisible, however, like oxygen, for ex-

ample, it is something real, but it is something we are 

unable to see at all. Although it may seem like nit-

picking, as a Church that follows Jesus, the Living 

Word, we recognize that words have power and that 

precision in expression, particularly in prayer, is a 

critical part of shaping our belief.  

 

The few examples provided here are but a small 

taste of what is in store. More information is available 

at www.usccb.org/romanmissal. Here at St. Pius X, 

pew cards will be available in the missalettes on the 

first Sunday of Advent to help us all while we learn 

the new prayers and responses. This time will be a 

challenge for us, and as people, we will make mis-

takes, but there is a very rare opportunity here to 

really focus our attention on what we pray, and in so 

doing, to grow in faith in the Living God.  

 

Father David Destin 
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Michael Stemper 6-2-11 

Mary Collard 6-26-11 

Alice Bowen 6-27-11 

Deborah McNamara 6-28-11 

Joseph McGahey 6-28-11 

Edward L. Cayton 6-29-11 

Barbara A. Vaughn 7-2-11 

Leo A. Wrobel, Sr. 7-9-11 

Peter Valenti 7-14-11 

Donald OôConnor 7-16-11 

Stephen J. Gabrick, Jr. 7-18-11 

John Joseph Wall 7-19-11 

Adelaide McGuinness 7-19-11 

Lucette Briggs 7-20-11 

Genevieve Fowler 7-22-11 

Richard E. Greel 7-28-11 

Richard Maxwell 7-28-11 

Doris R. Dumont 7-29-11 

Catherine E. McNamara 8-8-11 

Faithful Departed 

Please pray for the following     

recently departed parishioners. 

Madeline F. Bishop 8-8-11 

Clare  McHugh 8-11-11 

Frances E. Duggan 8-15-11 

Margaret Goodfellow 8-17-11 

Irene Le Claire 8-18-11 

Margaret Gallagher 8-19-11 

Suzanna W. Babineau 8-19-11 

Emerson Snow 8-24-11 

Irene F. OôBrien 8-31-11 

John Giorgio 8-31-11 

James D. Russo 9-1-11 

James P. Kennedy 9-10-11 

Anna Marie McDonald 9-10-11 

Robert W. Scott Jr. 9-13-11 

Louis De Meo 9-12-11 

Norman C. Newhouse 9-16-11 

Mary A. Williams 9-18-11 

James McGrath 9-26-11 
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William Joseph Andruskevich and Cailin Mary Reagan ~7-2-11 

Clifford Norman Jestings and Mareanne Robinson ~7-1-11 

Daniel Brian Jones and Candice Lynn Hoban ~7-30-11 

Richard Eugene Gegenworth and Marilyn Ann Swenson ~7-30-11 

Christopher John Brandi and Carolyn Rita OôConnor ~8-6-11 

Beacher Jamal Massengale and Laura Anne Vincent ~8-27-11 

Jeffrey Christopher McCorkendale and Tara Marie Reynolds ~9-7-11 

Justin Michael Davidson and Rebecca Ann Flynn ~9-17-11 

Calum Charles Everett 7-3-11 

Chloe Everett 7-3-11 

Aleva Grace Looby 7-3-11 

Landan Paul Goodwin 7-11-11 

Morgann James Derome 7-17-11 

Rayanna Lilly Mello 8-7-11 

Maya Monika Turek 8-14-11 

Riley Kathleen Precourt 8-21-11 

Baptism 

We rejoice with the following          

who have recently received the                                 

Sacrament of Baptism. 

Lauren Courtney Dawson 8-21-11 

Corbin Charles Watson 9-4-11 

Riley Ellen Cahill 9-18-11 

Brody Quinn Mumford 9-18-11 

Arlena Michele Sundelin 9-18-11 

Elizabeth Erin OôNeil 9-18-11 

Evelyn Jane Philbrook 9-25-11 
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Our Mental Health 

need of  ñquiet timeò each day and the need for self 

reflection to make sense of life. Psychologists and 

Mental Health Professionals are now talking openly 

about the need for joining meditation, mental prayer 

with self reflection and self analysis to find meaning 

in our life . Life is not just a series of events passing 

quickly in front of our eyes. The Sacrament of Recon-

ciliation or confession can be a useful means of self 

assessment but often is an immoral assessment rather 

than a moral assessment. The person can know every-

thing he does wrong but knows little about what he 

does right. This is not a balanced assessment. Often 

the penitent still does not know who he really is. It is 

vital that we assess who we are intellectually, cultur-

ally, esthetically, morally, physically and socially. We 

need grasp the whole package.  

 

Well, I and many others are suggesting that we make 

time for a periodic retreat or at least a full day of Rec-

ollection or even a half day to ask ourselves salient 

questions. Athletic teams are doing this these days to 

achieve a cohesive spirit and sense their togetherness.  

 

The Boston Celtics did this a few years ago when they 

traveled oversees. They were able to achieve much cohe-

siveness and success. The Boston Bruins did this before the 

2011 season and look what happened. They earned the 

Stanley Cup. I have been told that school departments like 

Barnstable are now doing this for their staff - they go away 

for a few days to know who they are, know their associates 

and formulate their goals for the coming year. Canôt we do 

the same? Perhaps we need to make time for ourselves. 

We might need to ask ñWho am I? What am I doing 

with my time here on earth? What are my strengths 

and my primary goals? What is really important for me and 

my family and what is missing in my life?ò Arenôt I worth 

this investment? So, I need to make time to reflect on life 

and see how I relate to the issues in our lives. TIME  can 

be an acronym for Things I Must Earn. In this time apart 

that we set aside for ourselves we might discover that there 

(Continued on page 6) 

Recently I was involved in a 

group therapy session with a 

group of men who were strug-

gling with mid-life issues. The 

group leader very cleverly got 

everyoneôs attention when he 

posed this question. ñWho are 

you?ò We might ask this same question of ourselves, 

ñWho am I?ò Oh yes, we know what we do for a 

living. We know all the really important people in our 

social setting. We have all the right connections. But 

who really are we? It is important or rather it is essen-

tial that we know the answer to this question. That is, 

if we are to build a solid emotional and spiritual foun-

dation for our life. By the way, it is also vitally impor-

tant for our mental health to answer this question. 

Looking back in my own life, my wife challenged me 

with this same question when we first started dating. 

ñI know what you do for a living and have observed 

your gifts and talentsò, she exclaimed ñbut I donôt 

know who you are. Please tell me because I want to 

really get to know you.ò  This request opened me up 

so that I could reflect, gain self knowledge and be-

come a more likeable human being.  

Was it Aristotle or was in Socrates who coined the 

phrase ñknow thyself.ò Both these wise men knew 

that proper self evaluation and assessment was abso-

lutely essential for a life of continued growth and im-

provement. Perhaps the ancients knew more about 

living than we do. We seemed to be drawn in so many 

different directions. We have so many distractions and 

interests beckoning to us at all times. We donôt seem 

to have enough time to reflect and make sense of life 

or to put first things first. We get stuck in peripheral 

issues or non essential details. We donôt even make 

time to find out what is really important in our lives. 

So, we might all need to ask ourselves these same 

questions. ñWho are we and what and why are we 

doing with our lifeò?  

Thinkers and Doers of every age have stressed the 

ñProper Self 

assessment is 

really important 

for emotional 

and spiritual 

growth.ò 
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Parish Email Addresses 
  

  

St. Pius X Parish Office/Secretary stpiusxoffice@comcast.net 

Fr. George Bellenoit pastorstpius@gmail.com 

Fr. David Deston frdeston@gmail.com 

Rev. Mr. David Akin  retjake@comcast.net 

Rev. Mr. Thomas Bailey tcbjab50@comcast.net 

Rev. Mr. William Gallerizzo  wgallerizzo@adwdeacon.org 

Rev. Mr. Michael Hickey mmhickey1@msn.com 

Rev. Mr. Richard Zeich dickzeich@netzero.net 

Religious Education stpiusxreled@comcast.net 

St. Pius X School info@spxschool.org 

St. Pius X School Principal adailey@spxschool.org 

St. Pius X Music Ministry stpiusxmusic@comcast.net 

St. Pius X Nurse Ministry parishnursestpiusx@msn.com 

 

 

 

The following list is a continuation of the Summer News-

letter article ñChurch Libraryò, which lists childrenôs 

books available at the Parish Library. 

By Brother Ernest:                                                                       

 CSC:Flames Against the Sky: St. Joan of Arc                                                                                                                            

 The Boy Who Saw the World: St. Francis Xavier                                                   

 The Boy Who Worked Wonders: St. Anthony of Padua                                                      

 The Saint of the Fighting Irish: St. Patrick                                                                    

By Margaret Ann Hubbard: Mother Baratôs Vineyard                                                            

By August Derleth: Saint Ignatius and the Company of Jesus                                                       

By Robert F. Kennedy, Jr: Saint Francis of Assisi: A Life of Joy                                      

By Br Marco Daly, CSC: Wool Merchantôs Son:  St. Alfonso Rodriguez                                                                                       

By Elizabeth M. Ince: St. Thomas More of London                                                             

By Brother Flavius, CSC: Story of St. Agnes of Assisi                                          

Blessed Mother Julie Billiart: No Stranger in Paradise                                                

By Milton Lomask: Saint Augustine and His Search for Faith                                               

By Brother Robert Lomupo, CSC: Fire is His Name: St. Vincent de Paul                                     

By Alma Power-Waters: Mother Seton and the Sisters of Charity                       

By Louis de Wohl: St. Joan, The Girl Soldier 

Barbara Finnerty 

is a purpose to our life. We might find 

out as Thoreau said that there has been a 

guidance and direction always with us. 

We might be able to discover that we are 

never alone but that there has been a 

Presence with us every day of our life. 

He it is who can keep us sane in this 

crazy ever changing life of ours. My wish 

and hope for you: Have a vital and 

strong mental Health that can energize 

our whole life.  

Joe Carney 

(Continued from page 5) 
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www.spxschool.org                                  

508-398-6112 
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L-R: Elizabeth Baker, Katelin Journet,                       

Lauren Journet, Alyssa Medieros 


